
  

 

Report of the Fifth International Human Rights Observation Delegation 

9 – 15 August 2009 

We are the fifth International Mission that has been present in Honduras since the coup d’etat which took place 

on June 28th.  Members from the United States, Canada, Guatemala, and France are here in Honduras from the 

9
th

 to the 15
th

 of August observing first-hand the human rights situation in the streets, and informing the world 

of our observations.   

The principal points we would like to make based on our direct observation are the following:  

1. Strong repression and accelerating increase in human rights violations.  We are seeing a steady decrease 

in the possibilities for the exercise of human and constitutional rights, principally the right to peaceful assembly.  

Repression increases as the political problem continues.  Hundreds of military and police have strongly 

repressed the mobilizations, have criminalized protest, and have used highly excessive force with instruments 

such as tear gas bombs, pepper gas, and metal batons.  The police and military are currently even present behind 

the marches, another violation of the right to free assembly and free movement. In addition, they have unjustly 

detained dozens of people for hours; many of them have been serious wounds which required medical care, 

which they were denied.  Some people remained detained overnight.  This is added to the rising toll of 

violations which have been accumulating since the coup itself, including many detained, disappeared, and 

murdered – especially among peasant farmers and teachers.  The detained are being charged with crimes such as 

sedition, illicit protest, and damage to private property.  We are especially worried about the daily use of the 

elite police force, COBRA, as well as the naming of ex-“316” death squad member Billy Joya as the President´s 

chief of security.  This could be interpreted at best as a lapse in judgment, and at worst as an intentional 

decision to terrorize the population.   

2. Violation of the Freedom of Expression.  This has been evidenced by the temporary closing of channels 

and the cancellation of programs; as well as by multiple attacks on journalists in the course of their work; 

attacks on leaders such as Carlos H. Reyes, independent presidential candidate; Marvin Ponce, Congressperson 

of the Democratic Unification party; and attacks on the offices of different popular organizations (Via 

Campesina, STIBYS, SITRAIHSS).  Additionally, journalists from Canal 36 and Radio Globo have been 

denied entrance into the Casa Presidencial to provide media coverage there.  These acts seem to part of a 

strategy to criminalize protest and to close off spaces for public expression.   

 3. We have sent a communication directly to the Attorney General, Luis Antonio Rubi, in which we related 

our findings, and requested information about his work regarding the thousands of cases of violations of human 

rights, and requesting that he guarantees citizens security from the Attorney General of Human Rights.  To date 

we have received no response.   

 4. The deteriorating human rights situation, plus the political repression and aggression, highlight the 

importance of international political pressure in order to reestablish constitutional order and to avoid 

worsening acts of violence.  However, at this moment, when greater presence and pressure is needed on the 

part of international organizations such as the OAS and UN, they have seemingly weakened their efforts.  On 

the other hand, we recognize the initiative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in sending a 

commission to verify the situation.  We urge other international bodies to undertake similar actions out of 

respect for the lives of the Honduran people.  The situation is quite grave, and the more time that passes under 

this policy of repression, the more human rights violations that could occur, and possibly the loss of more lives.         


